THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
away. He had a pudgy face and reddish hair, with the clear skin
which often accompanies that colouring in youth; he had grey-
green eyes set very far apart, rather flat in the face, their
expression as yet not hardened or dulled by sensual excess.
The first thing the new young King did was to marry Catherine
on June 3, little more than six weeks after his father's death.
She was, as we have seen, five and a half years older than him-
self, a fair, squat young woman, very good-natured; at young
Henry's age this difference in years is rather an advantage than
otherwise to a marriage—though later it may be fatal, There
was no question of his moral right to make the marriage, though
Catherine had been nominally the wife of his brother: few
doubted that the first marriage had been imperfect and never
consummated; had it not been so her father-in-law, wicked
as he was, would never have mentioned the idea of his marrying
her himself; moreover, she was wedded in white and with
unloosened hair, as a maid. Nor did anyone suggest any-
thing against it until years later, when it became a matter of
policy to do so.
Henry inherited an enviable position. There was a very large
balance of money for public use in his treasury; he had a good
and capable and highly popular wife; he himself was popular,
and made himself the more so by putting to death Empson and
Dudley, sacrificing them to the anger of the London merchants
whom they had taxed—but he did at least restore their fortunes
to their heirs; hence the very great financial position of the
Dudley family in the next generation.
Older men could still remember the vileness of the Tudor
origins, but the mass of the people had by now accepted the
dynasty. What did begin in these first years, and was to help
in the coming disasters, was family misfortune in the way of
children. The first son born to Henry VIII (on New Year's
Day, 1511) died within two months; then two others died in
succession, one immediately after birth and another stillborn.
It was not till nearly seven years after the marriage that a child
survived, a daughter, the Princess Mary. After her a son was
again hoped for, but the child when born was a daughter and
died in its turn.
All this, however, lay in the future; the King's disappoint-
ment at the loss of his first boy might easily be remedied by the
appearance of an heir later on. The unity of the kingdom
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